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Project Moving Forward
Closing the Word and Language Gap with the RULE of 3 RAP
Language and Academic Equity

There is an increasingly large body of research that identifies a word and language 
divide between children from professional families and those from lower socio-
economic groups. Students from higher socioeconomic backgrounds are noted to 
enter school with twice as many words as their lower socioeconomic peers. Project 
Moving Forward using the RULE of 3 brings a revolutionary approach for closing the 
word and language gap. The RULE of 3 or RAP is an integrated/interactive, 
technologically-enhanced system of learning. The RAP focuses on high-evidence 
research, which shows that systematic vocabulary development, learning phonological 
patterns and evidence-based critical and creative thinking skills closes the GAP for ELs 
and other diverse learners. During the RAP, students REHEARSE (Vocabulary/ Semantics), 
ANALYZE (Phonics/ literacy development) and PRODUCE (Syntax, language functions, 
critical and creative thinking skills, standards-based literacy).

Results show 96% of primary students gained 2-4 levels on the CELDT in listening/ 
speaking and in reading/writing. A quasi-experimental study of 4 PMF schools matched 
to Non PMF schools showed the gains of PMF schools in language and reading to be 
significant at the 99% confidence level. Upper grade students have made significant 
gains on the STAR with African American students going up 51 points and special 
education students 46 points in one year. CASSP scores in 2017 with upper elementary 
students showed classes implementing PMF improved by 20 percentile points with 52% 
meeting standards in 4th grade. The achievement gap was closed from 12.9 to 1.8. The 
RULE of 3 received a Model of Excellence Award and prestigious Golden Bell Award 
given by the California School Bosrd Association and will be featured on a national PBS 
series entitled "Our Kids" about programs that are closing the achievement gap.
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Language and Equity
Closing the Language and Academic Achievement Gap

Educational equity for our most vulnerable youth is not an option, it is a mandate. It is a 
mandate for children’s success in school and in life. In education the word equity and 
equality are often used interchangeably.  Equity is often related to educating all students 
using the same standards. The Common Core State Standards propose a system of equity 
where all students are given the opportunity to be instructed and measured against a 
common set of standards. While on the surface the standards promise equal opportunity, 
below the surface there are the racial, ethnic, socioeconomic barriers that make 
accessing the standards unequal.  These barriers contribute to the achievement gap which 
has remained a constant feature in United States schooling for decades. 

One of the barriers that contribute to inequality in education for our most vulnerable youth 
is language. When educators think of language as a barrier, what usually comes to mind 
are English learners who must master a new language while learning academic content. 
While it is true that not knowing the English language is a barrier for English learners, it is also 
a barrier for African Americans and other students who come from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds.  
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How well do you know your language?

1. It is fruitless to become lachrymose over
precipitately lacteal fluid.

2. Sorting the past of mendicants must be
interdicted.

3. Freedom from the incrustation of grime is
contiguous to rectitude.

4. Person of imbecilic mentality divagate in
parameter which cherubic entities
approach with trepidation.

5. Eleemosynary deeds have their
intramural incipidence.



Project Moving Forward 

• Vocabulary has the highest correlation with school
success across subject areas.

• The RULE of 3 is an innovative strategy for teaching
interdisciplinary vocabulary and English Language
Development.

• The strategy is based on 12 years of matched-
school research.
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THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE 
EDUCATION: Vocabulary lessons boost learning 

Fast-paced, high-energy vocabulary lessons are credited with improving the test scores of 
black and low-income students at two Moreno Valley schools. 

Each school’s Academic Performance Index jumped a whopping 51 points in 2013 for African-
American students. Both schools also raised their overall API. Armada saw a 14-point boost to 
700, while Hendrick Ranch climbed 17 points to 796. 

THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE 
EDUCATION: How vocabulary lessons that started in Moreno Valley are helping students 

NEWSLETTER

Today
According to data from MVUSD, more than 90 percent of 
English language learners in the program met or exceeded 
their annual progress goals last year, far greater than the 
state’s target of 62 percent. Data from 2013 showed Project 
Moving Forward helped close the gap in API scores between 
children from low income families and their peers from 12.2 
percentage points to 1.9 points.  

More than 90 percent of the students in the 
program met or exceeded state benchmarks 
for the annual California English Language 
Development Test – surpassing the state 
target of 62 percent.  

TodayAcademy and Emmy award-winning producers 
Dale Bell and Harry Wiland were at UC Riverside 
this month filming Project Moving Forward for a 
new documentary series on programs that close 
the achievement gap and can be replicated in 
other communities. 5



        

NEWSLETTER
INSIDE

Project Moving Forward Awarded $2.7 
Million Grant from U.S. Department of 
Education

With a recent $2.7 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education and a prestigious 
Model of excellence Award from the Riverside 
County Office of Education, the revolutionary 
language program Project Moving Forward is 
poised for growth over the next five years in its 
more than 100 schools across 8 states.

U.S. Department of Education pays visit 
to Project Moving Forward Schools
Since its implementation six years ago, Linda 
Navarrette’s innovative program Project Moving 
Forward has received two multi-million dollar grants 
and multiple prestigious awards. The program’s 
positive and promising outcomes caught the 
attention of U.S. Assistant Deputy Secretary of 
Education & Director, Office of English Language 
Acquisition José Viana during his visit in Riverside 
County in Mid January 2018. 

Today

Project Moving Forward Wins Golden Bell Award
Project Moving Forward, an innovative language learning and 
professional development program created and Directed by 
Dr. Linda Ventriglia-Navarrette from within UC Riverside’s 
Graduate School of education, received a 2017 Golden Bell 
award from the California School Boards Association for having 
outstanding educational initiatives and governance practices 
the work to meet students needs.

Today
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Closing the Achievement Gap 
Year 1 PMF Implementation

The achievement gap for targeted ethnic and 
socioeconomically disadvantaged students was 
reduced from a gap of 12.2% to 1.9%.

Special Education students improved 56 API points 
at Hendrick Ranch Elementary School and 33 API 
points at Armada School. (CST)

30% of students increased one to two levels on the 
CST.
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Reported Outcomes and Significant Results, 
Graphics and Photos

CELDT Scores Kinder Pre & Post 
Test 201 -201  

Number of students who gained one level or more on the overall CELDT 
and one or more levels in reading. 

Site 1 Overall CELDT Site 1 in Reading Site 2 Overall CELDT Site 2 in Reading

100% 100% 96% 96% 

CELDT Scores Kinder Pre & Post Test 
201 -201  

Number of students that grew 2 or more levels overall and 2 or more levels in reading. 

Site 1 Overall CELDT Site 1 in Reading Site 2 Overall CELDT Site 2 in Reading

74%
84%

57% 
50% 
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Project Moving Forward 

CELD  Scores  
Kinder Pre Post CELD  est 

 schools

Overall CELD   

 of Students made one level or more

3  made gains of  levels or more

Reading CELD   
 one level in reading

3  made gains of two levels or more

Reading CELD   
 one level in reading

7  made gains of two levels or more

Overall CELD  7 

 of Students made one level or more

8  made gains of  levels or more
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Project Moving Forward 

Seneca Elementary in Moreno Valley 2016 

• Project Moving Forward Demonstration School

• Made the highest gains in the district on the CAASP
• Gaining 10 points in ELA
• They made the only double digit gains.

PBS 
Project Moving Forward was selected by PBS as one of four sites 
across the country to be highlighted for closing the Opportunity 
Gap 

Programs had to be innovative, show growth and be replicable. 

•Model of Excellence 2017

•Golden Bell Award 2017
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Project Moving Forward 

RULE of 3 / Project Moving Forward Percentage of 
Students who improved their placement level on CELDT 
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 RULE of 3 RAP Integrates the 
6 Methods of Vocabulary 

Development

REHEARSE

ANALYZE

PRODUCE

Contextual

1) Definitional
•Kinesthetic spelling

•Synonyms and Antonyms

2) Semantics
3) Categorization (word families, parts of speech)

4) Structural (prefixes and suffixes)

5) Mnemonics
•Paired Academic Conversations

6) Contextual-
Common Core Passage in

Grade-Level Vocabulary Text
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Tier One: High Frequency Words and Cognates 

take  that       end        my         this 

have        was        you        can        first 

Cognates 
separation          separación 
decided              elección 
demonstration    demonstración 
segregation            segregación 
reality                    realidad

Tier Two: Interdisciplinary Words 
               Multiple Meaning Words and Idioms 

assassinated  segregation           segergated        activist   

equality entitled  dedicated       

protests participated            demonstrations 

Tier Three: Subject Specific Words or Names 

Civil Rights      Atlanta  Christian Leadership Conference 
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Power Words

IMAGINE
Level 5, Unit 8

99

ELA Standard: Distinguish facts, supported inferences and opinions in text.  
ELD Standard: Apply increasing understanding of how different text types are organized to express ideas to comprehending texts and writing cohesive texts. 
CCSS: Compare and contrast (e.g., facts/opinions, cause/effect) of events, ideas, or information.  © Ventriglia 2013

activist, *demonstrations, *protests, segregated, segregation, participated, entitled, 
*equality, assassinated, *dedicated

IMAGINE the Civil Rights Movement in Georgia
Identifying Facts and Opinions

3 A fact is a true statement. 
      Example: Martin Luther King was an activist.

3 An opinion is what someone thinks or feels.
  Example: People from Atlanta are the smartest politicians.

 X Read the passage to a partner. Answer the questions.

The Civil Rights Movement
Martin Luther King, a civil rights activist, organized peaceful protests, 

including demonstrations, pickets, and sit-ins, to end segregation. He 
led anti-segregation marches. Many of the people who participated 
in the marches were members of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, which was an American civil rights organization.

Martin Luther King organized civil rights marches in Atlanta and 
around the country. He gave speeches on civil rights. One of his best-known 
speeches was entitled, I Have a Dream. In this speech Martin Luther King set forth 
the dream of human equality. He said: “I have a dream that my four children will 
not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”

Martin Luther King did not live long enough to see his dream become a 
reality. He was assassinated in 1968. However, today his dream in many ways has 
become a reality. African Americans have the right to vote. They no longer attend 
segregated schools. In 2008, the first African American, Barack Obama, was 
elected President of the United States.

Martin Luther King’s birthday on January 15th is celebrated as a national 
holiday. You can visit his home, church, and one of the most interesting Atlanta 
museums dedicated to Martin Luther King.

1. Which of these is an opinion?
 � Martin Luther King was 
assassinated.

 � Martin Luther King’s birthday is 
January 15th.

 � Martin Luther King led civil rights’ 
marches.

 � Atlanta has the most interesting 
Martin Luther King Museum.

2. Write two facts from this article.

 _______________________________________

 _______________________________________

 _______________________________________

 _______________________________________

3. Write one opinion from this article.

 _______________________________________

 _______________________________________
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Power Words

IMAGINE
Level 5, Unit 9

121

ELA Standard: Recognize Greek and Latin roots.
ELD Standard: Use knowledge of morphology, linguistic context, and reference materials to determine the meaning of unknown words. 
CCSS: Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as keys to a word’s meaning.   © Ventriglia 2013

centurion, *intercept, *certificate, *circumstances, orthodontist, *dictate, *cogitate, 
biologist, anthropologists, bibliomania

 X Choose the correct word from the chart to write in the blank. 
 X Circle the Greek or Latin root in each word. Read the story to a partner.

Can you imagine having a robot friend who is 100 years old? My friend Robby 
Robot is a __________. He celebrated his 100th birthday yesterday. There was a huge 
celebration at the factory. The factory manager gave him a special _________ that 
said: Congratulations, Robby. You are now a Centurion. Robby smiled and I noticed 
he had braces on his teeth. Can you imagine an _________ putting braces on a 
robot that is 100 years old? Imagine what ___________ caused him to need braces in 
the first place.

After 100 years of experimentation, scientists have invented robots like Robby. 
Robots can now think or _________.  Robots like Robby can cogitate over whether 
they should use their earned money to buy a space vehicle or a space home. 
Robots can now travel along with astronauts to space stations in our galaxy. They 
can ___________ communication from space stations. They can, _______ or text 
messages on their hand-held computers. 

Robby Robot and other robots over the years have become crazy about books. 
Some people say the robots have _____________. The robots read digital books. 
Robots scan the latest research by scientists. They wonder if _________ will soon be 
studying the physical origin of robots as well as the origins of humans.

Latin Root or Base
cent-
-cept
cert-
circ-

odon-
dict-
cog-

Greek Root or Base 
bio-

biblio-

Meaning 
one hundred

to hold or grasp
sure, to trust

around
tooth

to say or speak
to think

Meaning 
life

books

English Word with Latin Root
centurion
intercept

circumstances
orthodontist

dictate
cogitate

English Word with Greek Root 
biologists

bibliomania

IMAGINE That My Robot is 100 Years Old
 Many English words have Latin and Greek roots. A root is a part of an English word.
 Latin or Greek roots can be at the beginning, middle, or end of a word.
 Latin and Greek roots help you figure out the meanings of words.

certificate
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ʇ Write 10 Power Words. Then RAP with a partner.

1. REHEARSE: Spell and Say each word. Click or Clap the letters.

        Tell a partner the word’s meaning.

2. ANALYZE: Divide each word in syllables.

3. PRODUCE: Draw a picture for each word.

REHEARSE 

(Spell and Say)
ANALYZE PRODUCE

Write the Power Word. Number of Syllables Draw a picture.
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Level 2

Vocabulary Words

High-Frequency Words

ELA Standard: Use knowledge of the author’s purpose to comprehend informational text.
ELD Standard: Identify the main idea and supporting details in text.
CCSS: Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author want to answer, explain or describe.    © Ventriglia

Where Do You Live?  
1 Where do you live? Do you live in a neighborhood? 

A neighborhood is an area in a city or a suburb where people live. 
People in neighborhoods live in houses, apartments or condominiums. 

2 Some people live in a city neighborhood. They live in tall 
apartment buildings. The apartment buildings can be almost 

as tall as skyscrapers. People who live on the top floor of 
city apartment buildings have to take an elevator to their 

apartment. This is because there are too many stairs to climb. 
3 City neighborhoods have department stores and parks. They have 

museums and restaurants. They have buses and sometimes subways to take 
people around the city. They have office buildings and skyscrapers.

4 Some people live in neighborhoods outside the city. These neighborhoods are 
called suburbs. There are many houses in suburbs. Most houses in suburbs have yards 
with green grass. Suburbs also have shopping malls and restaurants. Sometimes, there 
is a light rail or a subway that takes people from the suburbs into the city. Suburbs have 
parks and schools. The only thing that suburbs don’t have is tall skyscrapers.

1. Which of these sentences would go with the story?
A Do you want to go to the movies?
B The baseball game is in the park.
C Suburbs have tall skyscrapers.
D Suburbs have fast food restaurants.

2. Choose the statement that is correct.
A People in cities always live in apartments.
B City neighborhoods have one form of transportation.
C Suburbs are neighborhoods outside the city.
D There are many skyscrapers in the suburbs.

3. Read this sentence from the passage.
A neighborhood is an area in a city or in a suburb where people live. 

What does the word area most likely mean in this sentence?
A section
B sphere
C bed
D circumference

area, suburb, condominiums, skyscrapers, *floor, *stairs, museums, 

where, live, tall, have, take, these, are, has, doesn’t, people

department stores, malls, restaurants
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ELD Three Modes of 
Communication

Collaborative-converse

Interpretive-analyze and 
comprehend 

Productive-create 
oral/written

ELD Standards
ELA STANDARDS

Project Moving Forward

RULE of 3

1Collaborative- REHEARSE

2-Interpretive- ANALYZE

3- Productive- PRODUCE



www.younglighteducate.com

To receive more information and see 
sample pages of individual grade level 
vocabulary development books, go to 
the website below or call the toll free number.

Younglight Educate’s

The RULE of3The Rule of 3 is based on 12 years 
of school research.  

The Rule of 3 was awarded a 

Innovative Grant as a strategy to 
help close the achievement gap.

Grade: 1 Grade: 2

Grade: 4 Grade: 6

Grade: 3 

Grade: 5 

The Kindergarten 
package includes...

INVENT Student Book
INVENT Teacher’s Manual 
INVENT Multimedia DVD

Vocabulary Alphabet Cards
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The RULE of 3 Interdisciplinary Vocabulary Development Series The RULE of 3 Interdisciplinary Vocabulary Development Series 
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L.D. Ventriglia, Ph.D.

L.D. Ventriglia, Ph.D.

Grade: 1-3

Grade: 4-6

Younglight
E D U C A T E
L i g h t  U p  t h e  M i n d

Toll Free: 1-888-598-4408 phone/fax
Write to us at younglighteducate@gmail.com

™
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Visit our booth Saturday & Sunday at Booth 926
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